
 

 

  

ACCA Pre-Sept 26 
mock 
Ben Wilson’s answers 

 

Tutorial notes are provided for each requirement, 

giving you extra guidance. 

 

These answers were planned and written under 

exam conditions, to time. 

 

They are NOT perfect, but who you what is 

achievable in the time allowed. 

 

See the ‘examiner’s answers’ for the ‘perfect’ answer 
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Question 1 Claire Co – Ben’s answer  
Note – this is a ‘strong’ answer, planned / written under exam timed conditions. It isn’t 
perfect, but shows you what is achievable! 
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Tutorial notes 
This was the LAST question I did in the exam – leaving the balance of my time for this huge and 
important question. I reached here with c1 hour remaining. This was ridiculously time pressured. 
Had you done this question first, you would undoubtedly have overrun and been under pressure. 
 
23 marks….less 3 marks for materiality…..20 marks for ROMMs. With 3 marks per well explained 
risk, I was happy with 6 or 7, as there will be a few marks for the calculations I included in the 
answer 
 
Prioritisation – easy to forget to do this…..doesn’t take long and earns you a professional skills 
mark. Also, you can earn technical marks for the explanation too. Well worth doing 
 
Lots of classic examiner tricks here 

- First risk in the scenario was complex (allows you to get stuck and overrun) 

- Technical accounting (scares you, throws you off) 

- Easiest / most obvious risk came last in the scenario (impairment of asset – onlybest stucents get 

there) 

- WAY too much to read and do in the time (overload) 

- Numbers given, some helpful, lots not needed (scope to waste time) 
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Tutorial notes 
Principal procedures – main ones only. I avoided anything minor (like ‘add up/cast’), to reduce the 
risk of losing a PSM for not adhering to the requirements. The examiner’s answer includes lots of 
‘basic’ tests…..going against their own advice. Do as the examiner SAYS not as they DO! 
 
I focused my answer on ‘judgemental’ matters, and used the word ‘judgemental’ in my answer – 
to make it super clear to marker, so I would get the PSM for judgement.  
 
Notice that each of my procedures follows the same structure. 1) Fact  & ‘evidence’. 2) Explain 
‘how’ the test works. 3) Explain ‘why’ I am doing the test. Do these 3 things to earn a full mark. 
 
This was the 2nd requirement I answered (after part c). I like procedures, I am generally on strong 
ground – so I tend to answer them first, to build my confidence up. 
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Tutorial notes 
As this was 8 marks – I used sub headings (I do this if the number of marks is 8 or more).  
Sub headings make your answer easier to mark, and help to earn a communication PSM in Q1. 
 
I did this part FIRST. It is a (relatively) easy question, only exhibit 4 needed. Easier to stick to time. 
 
I didn’t quite get to the 8 points I wanted, I only had 7. That’s more than enough to pass. CRITICAL 
that you stick to time. Saving time here gave me more time for parts a) and b) 
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Question 2 Foxglove Co - Ben’s answer  
Note – this is a ‘strong’ answer, planned / written under exam timed conditions. It isn’t 
perfect, but shows you what is achievable! 
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Tutorial notes (a) 
MATTERS TO CONSIDER is a wider requirement, you have to respond to whatever is in the 
scenario. Here it was financial reporting, but it could be anything (e.g. ethics, quality)  
 
TECHNICAL LANGUAGE there was some horrible specific and technical industry specific words used 
in the scenario here (peri-urban, freight forwarding, EURO IV legislation). This does happen in the 
real exam. Important not to worry about it! You didn’t need to know the meaning of these words 
to be able to answer the question. 
 
TIME. So much to do, so many issues to explain. You had to be disciplined and keep moving on.  
 
EXAMINER TRICK Notice that the first issue was the most time consuming…..a classic examiner 
trick to throw you off 
 
Tutorial notes (b) 
Critically evaluating an audit report is being tested more and more regularly.  
Good technique is to set out WHAT is wrong (1/2 mark) and WHY thats a problem (1/2 mark). 
 
Bland, generic points don’t score. You have to make use of the information given in the scenario so 
that you can criticise with authority. 
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Question 3 Oakwood Group - Ben’s answer  
Note – this is a ‘strong’ answer, planned / written under exam timed conditions. It isn’t 
perfect, but shows you what is achievable! 
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Tutorial notes 
STRUCTURE was tough here. I used the exhibits for my sub headings, rather than the requirement 
(which was huge, and not suited to sub headings). This allowed me to just deal with each issue 
that I found in the scenario 
 
FIRST scenario was the most detailed, easy to overrun there 
 
TMI big time! Far too much here for 20 marks, you had to be disciplined and move on. The 
temptation to overrun everywhere was huge. 
 
MINDSET….assume everything is wrong with the audit, your job is to explain it. It’s the quality of 
your explanations that really counts here.   


